
Federal Highway Administration

SEPARATED BIKE LANES
ON HIGHER SPEED ROADWAYS: A TOOLKIT AND GUIDE

June 2024





Notice
This document is disseminated under the sponsorship of the U.S. Department 
of Transportation in the interest of information exchange. The U.S. Government 
assumes no liability for the use of the information contained in this document.

The U.S. Government does not endorse products or manufacturers. Trademarks 
or manufacturers’ names appear in this document only because they are 
considered essential to the objective of the document. They are included 
for informational purposes only and are not intended to reflect a preference, 
approval, or endorsement of any one product or entity.

Non-Binding Contents
The contents of this document do not have the force and effect of law and are not 
meant to bind the public in any way. This document is intended only to provide 
information to the public regarding existing requirements under the law or agency 
policies. However, compliance with applicable statutes or regulations cited in this 
document is required.

Quality Assurance Statement
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) provides high-quality information 
to serve Government, industry, and the public in a manner that promotes public 
understanding. Standards and policies are used to ensure and maximize the 
quality, objectivity, utility, and integrity of its information. FHWA periodically 
reviews quality issues and adjusts its programs and processes to ensure 
continuous quality improvement.

Source: Kittelson & Associates, Inc.
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This toolkit includes information references, 
agency policies, processes, and other 
resources and procedures that can help 
agencies overcome the obstacles limiting them 
from implementing separated bicycle lanes 
where users most require separation from 
motor vehicles: on higher speed roads. Despite 
their importance in higher speed contexts, 
installations of separated bicycle lanes in the 
U.S. have so far occurred largely in lower speed 
environments.

This toolkit defines separated bicycle lanes as 
(1) intended exclusively for bicyclists; (2) having
a horizontal buffer that separates bicyclists from
motor vehicle traffic; and (3) using some type of
vertical element within that buffer space. Higher
speed roadways were defined for the purpose
of this guide as roadways with a posted speed
limit of 35 mph or greater. This toolkit does
not define an upper speed limit where shared-
use paths separated from the roadways would
be the preferred treatment. Speeds 50 mph
or greater are most likely on limited-access
roadways, which are not the focus of this
guide. However, in general, the importance of
horizontal and vertical separation of cyclists
increases along with speed.

1. INTRODUCTION

Source: Illinois Department of Transportation 

WHAT IS A SEPARATED BIKE LANE?
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INTENDED EXCLUSIVELY FOR 
BICYCLISTS AND SCOOTERS

HORIZONTAL BUFFER SEPARATES 
BICYCLISTS FROM MOTOR TRAFFIC

HAS SOME TYPE OF VERTICAL 
ELEMENT WITHIN THE BUFFER SPACE
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