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Chapter 1 Introduction
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Whenever | see an adult on a bicycle, | have hope for the human race. ~ H.G. Wells

The City of Connellsville is poised to become a world-class bicycle community. The
completion of the Great Allegheny Passage and commencement of the Sheepskin Trail
have provided the off-street infrastructure for the City to begin capitalizing on bicycle
tourism. Expanding and enhancing the City’s on-street bicycle facilities will augment the
City’s redevelopment efforts that can improve the tourism economy and significantly aid in
attracting and retaining residents.

The City of Connellsville Bicycle Master Plan defines a community vision in maximizing
redevelopment and economic development opportunities associated with a world-class
bicycle community. The Plan provides goals and recommendations as well as a capital

projects plan.

Vision

The City of Connellsville’s Bicycle Master Plan envisions Connellsville as a world class
biking community. Due to the City’s investment and commitment to biking, residents will

have premium active transportation infrastructure and visitors will experience a community

that tempts them to stay long-term.



Chapter 2 Goals and Objectives

Goal 1: Encourage residents and visitors to bike in Connellsville
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* Install a bicycle wayfinding sign system
Goal 2: Improve safety of cyclists

Objectives

o Install protected bicycle infrastructure where feasible including cycle tracks and buffered
bike lanes.

o Increase highway caution signs to improve bicycle safety.

o Increase enforcement against aggressive and impaired driving

Goal 3: Establish Connellsville as a major bicycling recreation community.

Objectives

o Maximize the potential of the regional trails including Great Allegheny Passage Trail
and the Sheepskin Trail.

o Advertise Connellsville’s ideal proximity to the Pittsburgh Metropolitan region

o Establish Connellsville as a home base for Laurel Highlands outdoor adventures

o Market Connellsville’s proximity to mountain biking opportunities



Goal 4: Use bikable amenities as a catalyst for economic development.

Objectives

o Support existing businesses
* Connect them to residents and visitors
* Promote them to residents and visitors
* Install end-point facilities adjacent or near
o Attract new business
* Food Service industry such as coffee shops, restaurants, night life venues (bars,
clubs, etc) tailored to biking
* Retail (boutiques and outdoor needs)
* Office (Design, medical, etc)
o Re-use existing industrial facilities to attract fabrication and manufacturing related to
bicycle

o Nurture tourism related to Great Allegheny Passage

L CVC N AR FITAESS |




Chapter 3 Existing Conditions

Picturesque Connellsville is nestled in the foothills of the Laurel Highlands on the banks of
the Youghiogheny River. The City’s topography offers ample flat areas for leisure riding as
well as challenging grades for exercise. The weather allows for nine (9) months of
reasonable climate. Combining the potential of resident cyclists with the needs of touring

cyclists will create a community that attracts population while maximizing tourism revenue.

Bicycle Infrastructure

Currently Connellsville has very little infrastructure, although it has a rich history for on-street
cycling infrastructure. The 3" Street separated facility installed as part of the Great Allegheny
Passage, was one of the first

separated facilities in the

country. As separated

facilities become the norm,

Connellsville can point to

this history as an innovator.

The City has also

commenced the installation

of bicycle racks on Crawford

Avenue. End point facilities

will be key as the City

continues to expand its on-

street infrastructure. Due to

their bicycle unfriendliness,

Connellsville’s bridges,

Memorial Bridge and

Crawford remain a

significant impediment to a

connected City-wide system



